Cornish Brass Bands

Gtol

This paper has been compiled by Tony Mangaldh KernowSkrifer Istori) and has been incorporated into the
Cornwall Music Archive held at Kresen Kernow.

My motivation foe its preparation was to record and to share our Cornish brass band heritage.

The information and photographs have been collected over many years but it is not complete and if you are able to add to it,
correct it, then your help wilbe appreciated and acknowledged.
This can be done by sending using the following contact detalils:
tony.mansell369@btinternet.com
Gwel Anvre, Wheal Quoit Avenue, St Agnes, Cornwall TR5 0SJ
01872 552098 Mob:07812 463746

This paper has no copyright restrictions.

Contest Results
Cornish contest results have not been included herearatrecorded in a separate paper entitl€brnish Contest Archive

Band Names:
Unfortunately newpaper reporters, and even the bands themselves, have not been careful to use the correct current band na
making it difficult to determine exactly to which band a statement refers.

Musical Directors:
The term Musical Director has generally been used and, in most cases, includes bandmaster and resident conductor.

Types of Bands
Whilst brass bands are the primary interest of this archive, other models have been included.

Volunteer Military Bands:
Inthe 1850s, Britain there was a growing military threat from France and in May 1859 the a Volunteer Force was formezkas a citi
army of parttime rifle and artillery volunteers to support the British Army stretched by oversea commitments. These weye local
raised volunteer corps anay October 1860 there were 22 swlivisions in Cornwall each consisting of about 100 men. Most of the
major towns had a core with Truro having two. These were placed into two battalions™ teldnteer Battalion based in Penzance
and the 2° Volunteer Battalion based in Bodmin.

In 1881 the organisation was rationalised and the corps were brought into the new county regimental structure with theohames
the 1and 2° Volunteer Battalionsof KS 5dzl § 2F / 2Ny st ffQa [AIKG LYTFLEYGNEO®

In 1908 the Rifle Volunteers were brought closer into the framework of the county regiments and became a part of a nexal errit
Force.

The relevance of this is that most of the corps set up in the 18504 86@s had a band and many of them competed in the various
brass band contests. This was not always popular as, despite the reference to volunteer, some of the independent baedsdconsid

that they were professional musicians.
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(St)Germoe

Germoe is a village and civil parish about five miles west of Helston and seven miles east of Penzance

1850s Germoe Brass Barattive

My cnY & Xand theR tgok & corifortable walk through the gardens of the Rev. Archibald Paris. Crowlas school was precede
by theLudgvan BndT ¢ KA f S / NERtawl schoglRby thélgi2iil @aad; Newtown school byermoe Bnd: and Trenawin
a0K22f (@®und ¥ERThe Cornish Telegraph)

My cdY dahy aérghRdc@mpaniEddy theit fedchers afiiends,numbering nearly 200, and headed by
the GermoeBandwalked in procession to Townshend, and after irigithe lawns and gardens of Mohn Vivian, returned to
a meadow neaX &7 August 186¢ Royal Cornwall Gazelte

My T pMethad¥t Sunday Schobkld its annual festival.hE cnitren and teachers walked in pression, headed by
tho GermoeBrassBand, through the principal streets @@amborneand returned to the schoaloom, where a plentiful supply
of tea anK §19 June 1875 Royal Cornwall Gazelte

MYy TpY aXOKI LI%hd marfied thibyh tRetvilae? fekceded by the band of Btdust Rifle Corpand the
GermoeAmateurBand from thence theyproceededto Breage Churdbwn, visiting the beautiful vicaraggrounds othe
Rev. E MPridmoreX §14 August 1878 Royal Cornwall Gazelte

1878:4 X ¢ KS | yy dzl t chedbwiad Held onfSat@dhy lastk Theéi chiliiren and teachers, headbd by
GermoeBrassBandand arrying banners, marchegli LINE OS & & A 2 Yy WorK NiRedzii featlaidSCroBsNgd route
to GodolphinX &2 August 187& Royal Cornwall Gazeite

1883:4 ¢ B&west Germoebrasshand), under MrBottreirs leadership, was in attende@ and played vagty of airs in
SEOST f $y18 Septémbdr $388 Cornishma

MyyoY aX¢KS aiAO01tSNE ¢6SNB aSaaNHE Cambarnd JRESeimyeRrasvBant\iad iS NA
attendances (14 September 1888 Royal Cornwall Gazelte



Gerrans

Gerrans is a coastal civil parish and village on the Roseland Peninsula adjoining Portscatho

MypdY aX b2igAlKadGlryRAY3a (GKAAa NB3IFGGI 0 SAgeBangBAdattendedrand f
LX @SR Syt A@SyAy3a I ANB GKNRJAK?2dzi X ¢
(8 October 185% Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiset October 185¢ Royal Cornwall Gazette )
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Godolphin

Godolphin Cross is a villagrethe civil parish of Breage, midway betwedayle and Helston

1855:Godolphin Teetotal Banplayed at @agagements in Helston and Penzance in 185&hn Brush)

1856¢ 22" July:Playedat Penzance and Truro Teetotal Demonstration at Tehilgnzance Band@Godolphin Teetotal Band,
Camborne Bandt NHzNR . | ydhdRedruth/BRnaverd in attendance (Cornish Telegraph 3Quly 1856)

1856¢ 29" July: The Y Galaofthewes / 2Ny gl £ ¢ ¢SSG2G1t 1 aa20AFGA2Y G ¢SKARE
Penzance called at all the intermediate stations which converged into the Portreath line a quarter of a mile to the place. A
procession was formed, headed by th&adruth Bard followed by oher bards fromTruro, PenzanceGodolphinand/ | Y6 2 NI/ S @ ¢
(RCG B August 1856)



Golberdon

Golberdon is arth West of Callington

1860 circa to 1879 circ&olberdon Banactivebetween these yeargJohn Brush)

1862: "The enlivening strains of tli&nlberdon Bandjuite counteracted the weeping humour of the skies." (Cornish Times 1862)
OWhat can one say after that?John Brush)

MY TNRnY aXAy @, darding, And Oidy@led4ce e entertainment canding by a good display of fireworks.
TheGolberdonBrassBandwas presen® €30 July 187@ Royal Cornwall Gazelte

MYy T meémbais of the Browda Lodge celebrated their amensary. Forming in procession at Rilla Mill, and headed by
the GolberdonBrassBand, they proceeded tehe patish church, where the Rev. E M Kempe, preadredloquent sermon to
i K S ®®ay 1871 Royal Cornwall Gazeljte



Goonhavern

Goonhavern is a village on the A3075 Newquay to Chiverton Cross road, about two milesPessdrgiorth
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GradeRuanMinor

GradegRuanis acivil parishon the Lizard peninsulapproximaely ten miles (1&m) south ofFalmouth it is a rural parish bounded to the east ByKeverneparish
and by the sea; to the west Byullion and Curyparishes; and to the south hyandewednackarish

1900s earlyGrade and Ruan Minor Brass Bautive. BBHD

1906: Mr PrattGrade and Ruan Minor Brass BanD. BBHD


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falmouth,_Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Keverne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mullion,_Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landewednack

Grampound

Grampound is a village at an ancienbdssing point of the River Fahd today is on the A390 road abaix miles west of St Austell and eight miles east ofdl ru
1855 Grampound Bandctive (BBHD

MYy c y genetaXcustom, the members of the Friendly Club assembled at an early hodorarad in procession, when, headed by
the Grampound Bnd, they marched to &e Behan, the residence of M@&watkin. Therehey were received by the family and
DSY SNJI f 1186n¥ BEBRéyal Cornwall Gazelte

MYy T o féte anXVhitTuesday. The embers of the olekstablished Union Friendly Society met together, and, heded
the GrampoundBrassBand, marched in procession to Creed Church, where an excellent sermon was preacked by
(19 July 1878 Western Morning News)

1875:GrampoundBrassBand contesting. (Contest archive)
My T BtYAustell Wesleyan. There was a procession through the town of St Austell, headedwattesstowrand ParArtillery
VolunteerBandsand Amateur Bindsfrom Tregony, Grampound, MolliniandSt DennisTheweather was not very favourable, but

it X €7 Adigust 187% Royal Cornwall Gazette)

MY y o af elevet o'clock, and led by tligrampoundBrassBand, proceeded in full regalia to Grampound church, accompanied by
the rector and curate, and the preacher fiie occasioX &3 August 1888 Royal Cornwall Gazefte




b B AND ¥ - -~ § 2

Grampound Town Banglith MD middle front row wearing a watch chain.
He is Charles Mannell, the gregitandfather of Chris Libby who donated these three photographs.
(Grampound Town Band the late 19th century Libby)

MYy ¢ ¢ Ne Lad¥eBoom at one o'clock they madebsave show asattired in the full regalia of the Order, and headed by
the GrampoundBrassBandunder the leadership of M€hates Mannell, they marched to 8ndrew's ChurchThe officers present
were FranciX &3 August 189¢ Royal Cornwall Gazefte

M ¢ n nrilief @f Xlafeking, kept a hatioliday. In the evening the residents were treated to a capital selection of music

by GrampoundvolunteerBand who paraded the principal streets of th@wn. Later the band struck up The Fl@nad crowds of

people keptX € 31 May 190C; Royal Cornwall Gazefte

M b n HSYatiod, ¥nd as the train steamed alongside the platform detonators and a volley of greeted the returned

warrior. Grampound Bandtruck up martial airand as the party left the statigi€anon Flint, turning toiéut. Owennap Moore,

NB Y | NWeSRE 43 Wuly 1902, Royal Cornwall Gazelte

MPNXYECES SI NIe& LI Nlspehtin piorkeBadé cbncétdlhy sieeyonyand @rampoundBands a Punch and Judy
aK2g6Z YR | YdzAAOFf LINRPINFYYYS LINPGARSR Ay | fFNB2 YINJjdzSS
(22 August 190¢ West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser)

1919 circa: Name chged to Grampound British Legion Bar(dohn Brush)

MGHPY GaX ahiaa 2pefofmadthé aperdng cefeinddNBele@miwere rendered brampoundBrassBandX g1
January 192§ Cornubian and Redruth Times

1931:GrampoundBritish LegiorBandmentioned.(9 March 1931k Western Morning News)
1935: Percy HiliGrampoundBrassBandMD. (John Brush)

1930s:GrampoundBrassBandactivities appeato cease.



Greenbank

Greenbank isear Liskeard
1885 circaGreenbank Bantbrmed. (John Brush)

1893:a Kave been invited to free tea, for which the themmittee have made the necessary arrangeme@isenbankLiskeard)
BrassBandhas been engaget ¢ 5 Jaly 1898 Western Morning News

John Mitchelk the only knownGreenbankBrassBandMD. (JohnBrush)
My pY GXCNBSYlFazya YSia |G inpg&esdich 16 HISditd of tieSew hbspital precgddd Y NOK S R
the GreenbaniBrassBandplaying the welknown slow mach of the Freemasons. Immediely after the band walked a tyler with a

drawnswordX §23 May 189% Royal Cornwall Gazeite

1900 circaGreenbaniBrassBanddisbandedto help formLiskeard Boroughahd. (John Brush)



Greensplat

Greensplat is a location in south Cornwall immediately west of Carthew and approximately twoonifesf St Austell

1914 ¢ July GreensplaBrasdormed. (Greensplat Banthinutes¢ CCHP

Greensplat Bandirca 194 (Photo: courtesy CCHS)
Back Row :-  Percy Hancock (Coxborrow) : Hedley Skews (Coxborrow) : Tommy Menear (Living Hensbarrow) : Renin Hancock (Coxborrow) :
Mr. Alford - Hon. Sec (Carthew) : Jack Crowle (Greensplatt) : Harold Phillips (Old Pound) : Arthur Hancock (Living at Carthew) :
Maurice Bray (Old Pound))
Front Row :-  Alpheous Pinch -Drummer : Capt. Hedley Nicholls (Greensplatt) : Caleb Robins (Greensplatt) : Capt. Will Kellow (Gunheath) :
Geo. Kellow (Gunheath ) : Frank Hooper (Greensplatt) : Dick Lean (Hensbarrow) : Will or John Scholar (Greensplatt (from Grampound)
Sid Robins (Greensplatt) :
Boys Sitting :- Arthur Cornelius (Grensplatt) : William Gidley (Coxborrow) - born 1903

1914 to 1919 RenanHancockGreensplaBandMD. (Band minuteg CCHP

1914 circadWW1 nterfered somewhaand GreensplaBandexperienced problems with repayments on the instrument loan and so
had to cease activitie§(John Brush)

1919 circadimmediately after that little European disagreement was resol@edensplaBandlife restartedé
(John Brush Greensplat Bandhinutes¢ CCHPB

1919:GreensplaBandplayed at Gover Valley Feaskréensplat Banthinutes¢ CCHB
1919 to 1930GreensplaBandO 2 y (i S
a |
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1920: unknowrGreensplaBandMD. (John Brush)



1921¢ August:GreensplaBandplayed at Nanpean C of E tea treatréensplat Banthinutes¢ CCHPB
GreensplaBandcontesting under Edwin J Williams and J Basésthn Brush)
1923:GreensplaBandcontesting under G Attwood. (Contest archive)

1924/5: GreensplaBandcontesting under W Adamson. (Contest archive)

1929 I y RN | SGrefnkizaiRdinawds present(12 August 1929 Western Morning News
1926: C H Bake&sreensplaBand professional advisefJohn Brush)

1926:GreensplaBandplayed at Penwithick AFC Sportsréensplat Banthinutes¢ CCHPB

1926to0 1930 GreensplaBandcontesting under C H Bake€d@ntest archive

1928: S J MarridgbreensplaBandMD (Greensplat Banthinutes¢ CCHB

1930:GreensplaBand competed in Class A at the WEBBugle. Contest archive

1930 circa to 1935 circaen ManhireGreensplaBand MD. (John Brush)



1930:GreensplaBandparticipated in Junior Shield A of tiNational Brass Band Championships of GB at Crystal Palace under
Charles H Baker.

v

.

Greensplat Bandircal933 (Photo: courtesy CCHS)
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Greensplat Band date unknown (Photo: courtesy CCHS)
Back: Northey Trethewey; H Roberts; Arthur Cornelius; Sid Manhire; A Jasper; B Rowe; Hedley Bray; Henry Lean
Middle: B Hancock; Darkie Gilbert; W Hancock; Jack Grose; J Menear; Leslie Trenberth; Will Chapman; George Kellow
Front: Jack Manhire; Henry Gatheridge; W Soloman; Len Manhire; R Skews; E Vincent; Dick Grose ;

Boy with Cornet not known

MponY G¢KAA O0SAy3d + ALISOAIFE YSSihAay3a G2 O2yaARSNJI GKS lifedzi dzN
the position of the band some important suggestions were made, one that a deputation go around and invite all the otdeBands

G2 NItfte FNRdzyR GKSANI 26y O0FyR® ! FGSNJ 42YS RA&Odzaarz2¢, Rl O
DAfOSNI G2 1y2é6 GKSANI SEIFIOG LRaAGA2yzT a4 a2YS YSYoSNBR 27

(Greensplat Banthinutes " September 193@ courtesy CCHS)

1930: W Manhire was elected Bandmaster for the coming seaSoretisplat Banthinutes 29" September 193@ courtesy CCHS)
1931¢ 17" June:Greensplat Banglayed at Withiel Hospital Fete. (Band minutesourtesy CCHS

MpomMY GOm0 ¢KIFIG 68 KI@S GKS wSLERNI 2F 5SLJzil GA2yd 60HO .|y
GKFG GKS oFyR KIFy3 (2380KSN Oezobeb183kadiiteaylOCBI) NI X¢ 6. YR YA yd

M b o H § Alfargresiding. The minutes of the last meeting were read and passed after which followed a very lemggersation
regarding the futire of the band, and afressome members ventilated their feelings and expressed their views the members settled
down to busiress. (1) Mr Vincent proposedabez Grose seconded, that all bandsmen holding instruments and intend playing then
must report same to Bandmaster. Those not intending playing must hand them in to the Secretary.

(2) Proposed by R H Lean, secondedby MOy 61> G KIF G Fff oFyRavYSy YSSi G4KS . I yRY
(Greensplat Banthinutes 2% September 1932 / courtesy CCHS)

1930s earlyGreensplat Bandisbanded (John Brush)
MmpncY dom0O tNRLIRASR o0& 2 /KILYFEYYT dSO2yRSR o0& { w20Asfd>
by S Robins, seconded by D Joslin that each old member of the band holding an instrument be asked to bring them to the next

megeting for inspectiore (GreensplaBandminutes 27 February 194& courtesy CCHS)

mpncY dt NRBLI2ASR o0& 2 /KILYIFYyYX &dS02yRSR 0 &oldfmemberdhand & théik | G |
instruments on Wednesday Marct{ &t GreensplaSundayschool. (3) The following gentlemen be asked to act as a committee for



G§KS oFYyRY X {GraensglskKBaddd G KB oF &Rl ySg oF yR® X 0 dastwithigllBindos S 2 F
M M N ®GreeXsblaBandminutes 6 March 1946 courtesy CCHS)

S e
= T8 bl Joskaee .

‘&A j” z 14~ 5~ k6. .
Hersbarnace
Lear 'im\ &am,
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(Courtesy CCHS)

1946:Greensplat Bande-formed.

Greensplat Bandharching through Bugle to celebrate the end of WWII

MpncY a¢KS F2ftf26Ay3 NBéehd tdelband has stasted bida frésh BedginBiRyYhatove purcitagela tlew set
of books for the Treasurer and Secretaiyn 0 ¢ K+ G ¢S 3ISiG AyaidNHzYSyda GKS ol yR NBI
(GreensplaBandminutes June 121946¢ courtesy CCHS)

1947:GreensplaBandcontesting under Richard Dean. (Contest archive)

MpngpY adomO ¢KS YSSGiAy3 | O0SLIGa aNlw | [SlyQa NBaAIyldadhzy
member of the band takes care of their instriument for the time beorgyntil next meeting is called.

Besson cornets: T Angilley, Lewis Chapman, J Bassett, ? Bassett.

Besson tenor horns: G Chapman, G Chapman, Tony Crowle.

Hawkes baritone: M Robins.

Hawkes trombones: M Robins, D Chapman.

Boosey euphonium: Fred Lean.



