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Contest Results 

Cornish contest results have not been included here but are recorded in a separate paper entitled Cornish Contest Archive. 

 

Band Names: 

Unfortunately newpaper reporters, and even the bands themselves, have not been careful to use the correct current band name 

making it difficult to determine exactly to which band a statement refers. 

 

Musical Directors: 

The term Musical Director has generally been used and, in most cases, includes bandmaster and resident conductor. 

 

Types of Bands: 

Whilst brass bands are the primary interest of this archive, other models have been included. 

 

Volunteer Military Bands: 

In the 1850s, Britain there was a growing military threat from France and in May 1859 the a Volunteer Force was formed as a citizen 

army of part-time rifle and artillery volunteers to support the British Army stretched by oversea commitments. These were locally 

raised volunteer corps and by October 1860 there were 22 sub-divisions in Cornwall each consisting of about 100 men. Most of the 

major towns had a core with Truro having two. These were placed into two battalions: the 1st Volunteer Battalion based in Penzance 

and the 2nd Volunteer Battalion based in Bodmin. 

 

In 1881 the organisation was rationalised and the corps were brought into the new county regimental structure with the names of 

the 1st and 2nd ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΩǎ [ƛƎƘǘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅΦ 

 

In 1908 the Rifle Volunteers were brought closer into the framework of the county regiments and became a part of a new Territorial 

Force. 

 

The relevance of this is that most of the corps set up in the 1850s and 1860s had a band and many of them competed in the various 

brass band contests. This was not always popular as, despite the reference to volunteer, some of the independent bands considered 

that they were professional musicians. 
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Davidstow 
Davidstow is a civil parish and village north of Bodmin Moor straddling the A395 road about 3 miles north of Camelford 

 

1872: Davidstow Temperance Brass Band mentioned. (RCG 6th July 1872) 

 

1876: No engagements found after this date. (John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Delabole 
Delabole is a large village in north Cornwall approximately two miles west of Camelford 

 

1864:  άΧheaded by the Delabole Brass BandΧέ (1 April 1864 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муууΥ άΧDuring the afternoon the Delabole Brass Band paraded the princiǇŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǳŘŜΧέ  

(15 September 1888 ς Western Times ς Exeter) 

 

1899: άΧDelabole Band playing an excellent proƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΧέ ό27 April 1899 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

Name changed to Delabole Temperance Band at some point although it may have been called this from inception. 

 

 
Delabole Band 

 

1919: Name changed to Delabole Ex-Servicemen's Band. (John Brush) 

 

1921 probably: Name changed to Delabole British Legion Band on the formation of the British Legion. (John Brush) 

 

 
Dalabole Band (Photo: courtesy Ray Worden FB) 

 

мфннΥ άΧSelections were given by Delabole Comrades Band, ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Χ ƻŦ aǊ W !ƳȅΧέ ό9 May 1922 ς Western Morning News) 

 

Unknown dates: Mr Horne, J David Smith, WH Hawke, Mr Ough, B Parsons and John Males were Delabole Band MDs. (John Brush) 

  



 
Dalabole Band 1924 (Photo: courtesy Ray Worden FB) 

 

мфнтΥ άΧ selections were given by Delabole Silver Band, under the conductorship Mr Jim AmyΧέ ό30 August 1927 ς Western 

Morning News) 

 

1928: Delabole Silver Band contesting under R Wordon. (Contest archive) 

 

 
Delabole Band (Photo Brenda Burnard of Delabole / provided by Audrey Aylmer) 

Back row: Charlie Richards, Tow Davey, Ern Hewett, Bill Hill, Jack Hatcher, Tiny Keat, Harry Hatcher,  

Les Prout, John Hawkey, Irven Thomas 

Middle row: Johnny Harris, Bob Clemence, Len Cowling, Jack Amy, Len Dungey, Ken Richards 

Front row: Dick Spragg (presumably the bass drummer), Jack Harris, Bill Prouse, Jim Amy, Mr Haughton,  

Oliver Amy, Alfred Keat, Irven Arnold 

 

1928 to 1930: Delabole Silver Band contesting under W B Williams who was probably the MD.  

ά²hilst not achieving any notable results, the feeling today is that this was a very happy band.έ (John Brush) 

 

1933 to 1956 circa: Leslie Prout Delabole Silver Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1936 & 1956: Contesting as Delabole Ex-Servicemen's Band. (Contest archive) 

 



 
Delabole Band 1937 - 1939s (Photo: courtesy Ray Worden FB) 

 

1950:  Procession headed by Delabole Silver Band. (23 May 1950 ς Western Morning News Plymouth) 

 

 
Delabole Band early 1950s (Photo: courtesy Ray Worden FB) 

 

1953 circa: Delabole Silver Band disbanded. (JB / BBHD) 

 

 

 

  



Devoran 
Devoran is a village in south Cornwall 4 miles southwest of Truro 

 

1866 to 1886: Devoran Brass Band contesting. (Contest archive) 

 

муссΥ άΧ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳsic of the Devoran BandΧέ (15 July 1886 ς Cornishman) 

 

1887: Devoran Brass Band played during a church service celebrating Queen Victoria's Jubilee, a type of engagement that was not 

usually entrusted to a Cornish brass band of that time. The reason could well be because they were, at that time, one of the leading 

bands in Cornwall. (John Brush) 

 

муфпΥ άΧDevoran Band was in attendance, and everything went well until half past five, when rain put a stop to all further outdoor 

enjoymentΧέ (2 August 1894 ς Cornishman) 

 

муфтΥ άΧThe New-connexion school, the Tuckingmill school, and Χ also paraded the streets, headed the St Erth, Illogan, 

and Devoran Bands respectivelyΧέ ό10 June 1897 ς Cornishman) 

 

 

 

  



Drift 
Drift is a village on the A30 road approximately two miles west of Penzance and six miles from Land's End 

 

1982: άΧassisted by the Drift Band. All was highly appreciated by the audienceΧOn the former day a procession was formed at the 

chapel (the largest for many years), headed by the Drift Brass Band, and marched through the village to Χ and Trengwainton, 

returning to the Workhouse, where the inmates were favoured Χέ ό21 July 1892 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

1892: Drift Band reference found. (Phillip Hunt from Cornish Studies Library archives) 

 

муфоΥ άΧŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŜ-church Sunday-schools of Mousehole met on Monday. The 

music of the Paul and Drift Bands as they paraded the town, passed along the cliffs to Newlyn, and then, by Paul-hill, reached the 

Grove, where Mrs Lavin Χέ ό6 July 1893 ς Cornishman) 

 

1893: Drift Brass Band contesting. (Contest archive) 

 

1895: άDrift Brass Band visited Mousehole Cliff Wednesday evening and rendered several selections. The Mackerel Fishing has been 

very slight in Mousehole of late. Some boats have doƴŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿŜƭƭΤ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ(20 June 1895 ς Cornishman) 

 

1895: Drift Brass Band played at St Buryan Wesleyan Sunday school tea treat. (John Brush) 

 

муфсΥ άΧ words were received with more cheers and, shortly after, Paul Band was discoursing sweet music in Newlyn town, while 

the Drift Band played God Save the Queen and other melodies in Street-an-Nowan. Things went on smoothly and happily, everyone 

congratulating Χέ ό18 June 1896 ς Cornishman) 

 

муфсΥ άΧ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ morning, however, brought very state of affairs. Paul Brass Band, the Salvation Army Band and the Drift 

Band aided by the efforts Χ ŎŀǊƻƭ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ parties kept neighbourhood lively from early morn till eve and it was generallyΧέ  

(31 December 1896 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

1890s late: From the 1899 report below it is clear that Drift Band disbanded. 

 

муффΥ άΧ vicar subscription has been raised Sancreed for the wives and families of our soldiers in Africa. It is Rumoured that 

the Drift Brass Band will restart after Christmas, if a room can be obtained for practice. The majority of the instruments are 

available Χέ ό30 November 1899 ς Cornishman) 

  

 

 

  



Edgecumbe 
 

1874: Edgcumbe Band of Hope Brass Band active. (BBHD) 

 

 

 

  



Edmonton 
Edmonton is a hamlet west of Wadebridge in the civil parish of St Breock 

 

мурфΥ άΧthree cheers were given for the Padstow Volunteers, and as many with one cheer more, for the Queen, the Edmonton 

Band who kindly gave their services playing the National Anthem. We understand the uniform is to consist of a felt hat, withΧέ  
(26 August 1859 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муснΥ άΧsatisfaction with the proceedings as well as the pleasure they experienced in listening to the excellent music of 

the Edmonton Brass BandΦέ ό12 September 1862 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

 

 

  



Enniscaven 
Enniscaven is a hamlet 5 miles north-west of St Austell and near to Goss Moor  

 

мфопΥ άΧMethodists held their Sunday-school festival on Saturday, when the teachers and scholars paraded the village, headed 

by Enniscaven Band, with Mr W H Grigg as conductor. The juveniles had a free tea and there was also a publicΧέ  

(6 August 1934 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфофΥ άΧpreached at Enniscaven Methodist Church, on Sunday, also conducted a service at the War Memorial, singing being led 

by Enniscaven Band. A wreath was laid on behalf of the inhabitants by Mrs R H Williams. The children also laid flowers at the base of 

the Χέ ό24 August 1939 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

At some time, Enniscaven Band MD was James Best, an ex-baritone / trombone player from the St Dennis Band. (John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Falmouth 
Falmouth is a town, civil parish and port on the River Fal on the south coast of Cornwall 

 

муоуΥ άΧThe Falmouth Band, the Clergy in full Convocation RobesΧέ ό30 June 1838 ς Falmouth Express and Colonial Journal) 

 

муофΥ άΧThe Falmouth Band, which was in attendance, greeted tƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘǳƴŜΧέ  

28 September 1839 ς Falmouth Express and Colonial Journal) 

 

мупнΥ άΧ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƭƛǾened by the music of the Falmouth Band, stationed at one end of the galleryΦΦέ  

(30 September 1842 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1852:  άΧ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ St Agnes, and Falmouth Philharmonic Bands enlivened the festivities by alternately playing some beautiful 

pieces of music. ΦΦέ (3 September 1852 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1854: Mr Allen, Duke of Cornwall's Artillery Volunteers Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1855: Falmouth Saxtuba Band active comprised of young mechanics of the town. (BBHD) 

 

1859: 3 Company Duke of Cornwall's Rifles Band formed. 

 

муслΥ άΧheaded by the Falmouth BandΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ CŀƭƳƻǳǘƘΧέ ό13 July 1860 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мусмΥ ά¢ƘŜ Falmouth Volunteer Band was in attendance and played some lively and appropriate ŀƛǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ōƻǘƘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΦέ 

(16 January 1861 ς Western Morning News) 

 

1862 to 1866: Falmouth Oddfellows Band active. (BBHD) 

 

1862: The Volunteer Band was described as excellent and within a year began contesting. They were a very popular band carrying 

out not only the usual run of 19th century engagements but also an unusual amount of open-air concerts.  

 

1863: H C Shaw, Volunteer Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1863: Falmouth Volunteer Band contesting under H C Shaw. (Contest archive) 

 

мусоΥ άΧThe Loyal Falmouth Lodge Band play on the Green Bank this eveningΧέ  

(13 June 1863 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

муспΥ άΧǘhe starting boat was the vast guard tender Sylva which was moored opposite the Market Strand, near Trefusis. 

The Falmouth Odd Fellows' Band were placed on board the schooner Belle Falmouth, between the Sylva and Greenbank. Several of 

ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ Χέ (6 August 1864 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 

  

муспΥ άThe Falmouth Χ Χ Band. We are happy learn that this society, which was formed about twelve months ago by a few young 

men of the townΧέ (19 November 1864 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мусрΥ άAppropriate music to the several toasts was played by the Falmouth Town Band. After the customary loyal toasts, the 

Chairman gave the Army, Navy, and ΧVolunteersΧ and the toast was acknowledgedΧέ (17 July 1865 ς Western Morning News) 

  

мусрΥ άwƻȅŀƭ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭ wŜƎŀǘǘŀΦ ΧǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŀǘǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ Χ steam tug was hired for the use of the committee and was moored off 

Kiln Key. The Falmouth Oddfellows' Band was in attendance, and greatly enlivened the proceedings of the day. The weather was 

splendid, and could not possiblyΧέ (1 September 1865 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мусрΥ άΧ and instrumental music will be given at the Polytechnic Hall, during the ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Χ the Falmouth Odd 

Fellows Band, assisted several gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood who have very kindly offered their services. It is 

arranged Χέ ό28 October 1865 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 



 

муссΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ supported end enlivened (as former occasions) the kind assistance the Gentlemen of 

the Falmouth Amateur Band. Χέ ό19 May 1866 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

муссΥ άΧǘhe best talent, conǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎŜǎΩ wƛŎƪŀǊŘǎΣ aƛǎǎ CŜƴƎƛƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ tŜƴȊŀƴŎŜΣ aƛǎǎ Χ of London, the Falmouth  

Quadrille Band, and others. The quality of the music, together with the excellence of its productions, was such as is seldom 

ŜǉǳŀƭƭŜŘΧέ ό3 November 1866 ς Lake's Falmouth Packet and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мусфΥ άΧ ǿŀǎ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ description, and several steamers reaped good harvest plying from Falmouth or Truro to  

St Mawes. The Band of the 3rd Duke of Cornwall (Falmouth) Volunteers ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΧέ (2 September 1869 ς WMN) 

 

мутлΥ άΧ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘ aŀǊȅϥǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Χ ¢ǿƻ bands those of the Truro and Falmouth Volunteers ς played the 

ancient march music of the Freemasons. The procession occupied more Χέ(21 July 1870 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

1973: C Fenning, Volunteer Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

мутпΥ άFalmouth Town and Quay Regatta. Χ The bands were stationed in the harbour, the Band of the 3rd D C.K. Volunteers and 

the Falmouth Season Band enlivening the proceedings of the day some appropriate music. Another attraction for the public was the 

shot and shell Χέ (27 August 1874 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мутрΥ άFalmouth Regatta. Χvessel was the capital little steamer Victor, which was anchored off the Fish Strand. Two bands, the 

Volunteer and the Falmouth Town Bands, were stationed in boats near the Committee vessels, and played a few bars of music as 

each signal was fired. There Χέ (14 August 1875 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мутсΥ άtƻǊǘǎŎŀǘƘƻ annual regatta was held on the 26th ult., and was a successful affair, the weather being fine with a nice breeze. 

The Falmouth Brass Band came up with the excursion steamer, Pendennis (Capt. Hayes), which was crowded. The committee boat 

was the beautiful Χέ (5 August 1876 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мутсΥ άtǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǊƭ bƻǊǘƘōǊƻƻƪΦ ΧThe company at once adjourned to the Assembly Rooms where a procession was 

formed. Headed by the Falmouth Season Band the procession marched to the Town Hall where the address was presented. The 

meeting was presided over by Mr J BΧέ (19 August 1876 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1881 to 1888: GH Hallett, Volunteer Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

муумΥ άΧ bandsmen, and the music was certainly worth all the trouble and time that has been expended in organising 

the Falmouth Season Band. The band will play morning ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Χƛǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ 

an annual engagementΧέ (15 July 1881 ς Western Morning News) 

 

муумΥ ά¢ƘŜ Falmouth Subscription Band, conductor, Mr F W Battbrshill, will attend and pŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ aǳǎƛŎΧΦέ  

(28 July 1881 ς Cornishman) 

 

муунΥ άΧwas formally opened Thursday for public worshipΧ The Falmouth Salvation Brass Band was, in attendance and led the 

Army the streets of ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΧέ ό11 March 1882 ς Western Morning News) 

 

муунΥ άΧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘŦŀǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ St Just Artillery 

Band, the Rechabites and the Temperance Society amalgamated their forces and, to the strains of the Falmouth BandΧέ 

(6 July 1882 ς Cornishman) 

 

муунΥ άPenzance Season Band, supported entirely voluntary contributions, under theΧέ (17 August 1882 ς Cornishman) 

 

муунΥ άAt noon the brethren formed in procession and marched, with banners and regalia accompanied by the St Austell 

and Falmouth Bands of the Rifle VolunteersΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΧέ ό24 August 1882 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

http://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000349%2f18740827%2f148
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000180%2f18750814%2f032


мууоΥ άΧ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƭƳƻǳǘƘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Falmouth Corps of the Salvation Army and 

the Penryn Independent Band. The procession proceeded from Arwenack to the Congregational Chapel, where the route 

ŜƴŘŜŘΧέ (20 July 1883 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муурΥ ά¢ǿƻ ōŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ-out the afternoon and evening ς the Falmouth Foundry Band and the band of 

H.M.S. Ganges, under the conductorship of Mr G W Bishop. The exhibition was crowded during the Χέ (7 August 1885 ς RCG) 

 

1885: First reference to Falmouth Foundry Band found. (BBHD) 

муусΥ ά¢ƘŜ Falmouth Foundry Band will play every Friday evening at Kimberley Park.έ (6 May 1886 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

1886: Falmouth Foundry Band played at a regatta in Falmouth.  

 

άThe town seems to have been able to keep two service bands fully occupied from their inception to demise. They could take on any 

type of civilian engagements on top of their military duties, so much so that one does wonder, because they were part-timers, 

where they found the time.έ (John Brush) 

 

1886: T G Kelway, Falmouth Volunteer Band  MD. (John Brush) 

 

1887: Mr Teague, Falmouth Volunteer Band  MD. (John Brush) 

 

муутΥ άΧǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Falmouth Temperance Band; lifeboat crew the conclusion of the service more than 700 women and 

(coxswain, E Hall), in their cork jackets and Χέ ό22 June 1887 ς Western Morning News) 

 

1889: Cornwall Royal Miners Militia formed but almost nothing is known about the band. (John Brush) 

 

1889: άΧThe Falmouth Band Committee 1881 have decided to hand over to this fund the balance which has been standing for some 

ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΧέ (10 January 1889 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мууфΥ άHughes 15 also batted well. The fielding generally was excellent. The match was witnessed by numerous company, and 

the Falmouth Quadrille Band ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΧέ ό4 July 1889 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

  

мууфΥ άΧ places the Swanpool, where two three vessels of the defending fleet were anchored. There was no lack of music, 

the Penryn Volunteer Band ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ōƻŀǘ ƻƴ Χ ƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ōȅ aǊ W /ƘŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Band of the 

Submarine MinersΧέ (29 August 1889 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муфлΥ άΧvisitors, and two special steamers (the Emperor and the St Mawes /ŀǎǘƭŜύ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ Χ excursionists from Falmouth. 

Two bands were in attendance; the Helston Brass Band under the leadership of Mr Blight, pƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Χ and a string bandΦέ  

(11 September 1890 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муфнΥ άΧunder Bandmaster Holmes, performed musical selections on the Quay, and were succeeded toward the evening by the 

fine Falmouth Season Band. The latter also took part in a concert held after the ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŀǘǘŀ ƛƴ Χέ  

(1 September 1892 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муфоΥ άΧ members of the Oddfellows and Foresters Juvenile Societies; Penryn Rifle Volunteer Band, Bandmaster Franklin; adult 

members Oddfellows, Foresters, and Recbabites ; the Falmouth Volunteer BandΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜΧέ  

(7 September 1893 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1895 to 1900: W J Ogden, Falmouth Volunteer Band  MD. (John Brush) 

 

1896 to 1899: G H Hallett Penryn Volunteers MD who had previously conducted Falmouth Duke of Cornwall's Rifles Band. 

 

муффΥ άFalmouth needs a town band, and the subject is to brought before the Corporation by Councillor C Husden. At Falmouth it 

felt steps should taken Χέ ό24 March 1899 ς Cornubian and Redruth Times) 

 

1900 to 1902: J McKenzie, Volunteer band MD. (John Brush) 



 

1902 to 1903 Philip Millington, Volunteer band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1900 to 1903: J Hosking, Falmouth Volunteer Band  MD. (John Brush) 

 

мфлоΥ άΧ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Falmouth and Penryn Bands Χέ (30 July 1903 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мфлпΥ άΧŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘΣ although the weather was not all that could be desired, large number attended. Headed 

by Falmouth and Camborne Bands they went to Leedstown, where they formed a circle and then back Dr Vivian's lawn, Townshend, 

where they had tea Χέ ό7 July 1904 ς Cornishman) 

 

1905: John Males MD is the only information that can be found of Company of Falmouth Division Volunteer Submarine Miners, 

Royal Engineers. (John Brush)  This unit, and its band, could not have lasted very long as its mine-laying duties were handed over to 

the Royal Navy. (John Brush) 

 

John G Males, RMCM. MD who had a musical degree of some sort and managed to lead an eventful life for a few years at least. In 

1904 to 1905 he conducted Redruth Duke of Cornwall's Rifles Band and took on, at the same time, the Royal Engineers Submarine 

Miners Band at Falmouth. In 1905 he moved to live in east Cornwall where he took over the St Blazey Artillery Band. From there he 

moved to Camelford DCR Band where he stayed until 1908 to 1909. He then conducted Wadebridge DCR.  

άLǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ōŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΗέ  

 

мфлтΥ άΧǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ōŀƴŘǎΥ Truro Artillery Band, Χ Falmouth R.0.A., £8 10s.; Hayle Rifle Volunteers, £5 15s. The Falmouth and 

Truro Bands were engaged. Mr John Paull reported that it would necessary to hire large marqueeΧέ 

(6 June 1907 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мфлтΥ άΧ Penzance Independent Band, under the able direction Mr John Andrew, and Falmouth Band, were in attendance, and an 

enjoyable time was spent.έ (11 July 1907 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфлфΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƳŀǊŎƘ ¢ǊŜǾŀǊƴƻ, played by the Falmouth and ΧBands, was ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ .ŀƴŘƳŀǎǘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎΦέ 

(15 April 1909 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфлфΥ άΧFalmouth Pendennis BandΧ Bandmaster Dowrick. that played in the Gardens on occasion of the visitΧέ 

(9 August 1909 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфмлΥ άΧ open-air concert of theΧ in aid of Falmouth Hospital and the Royal Cornwall Infirmary, Truro, was given on Sunday 

afternoon by Falmouth Pendennis Band at the Gyllyndune GardensΧέ ό23 June 1910 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мфмлΥ άΧPendennis Band, under Bandmaster Dowrick, on behalf the funds of Falmouth HospitalΧέ ό29 September 1910 ς RCG) 

 

мфмнΥ άCŀƭƳƻǳǘƘ IƻǊǎŜ {ƘƻǿΦ Χand Mr E R Smythe, veterinary surgeon. The judges were Messrs J Cardell (St Columb) and J Parnell 

(Camelford). Falmouth Town Band, under Bandmaster Barber, were in attendance during the afternoon. Χέ 

(30 May 1912 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мфмнΥ άΧthe children, headed by Falmouth Pendennis Band (under Bandmaster Bennetts), marched to the field, where tea was 

served by Χέ (26 September 1912 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

1912: Falmouth Town Band active. (BBHD) 

 

мфмпΥ άΧthe borough, they were met by large crowd of people, including a number of yeomen horseback, who acted as escort, and 

the Falmouth Pendennis Band. A triumphal arch had been erected, bearing words welcome to the United Borough, and from here 

was formed which proceededΧέ (22 June 1914 ς Western Morning News) 

 

Falmouth Town Band apparently disbanded for WWI. 

 



1916: άMr Dowrick, Falmouth Volunteer Band MD. It would appear, by this last mentioned Bandmaster, that this unit may well have 

become a training establishment for WW1 gunners, as there is no doubt that the band continued just as busily as in peace time.έ 

(John Brush) 

 

1919: Falmouth Town Band Re-formed. (BBHD) 

 

мфмфΥ άΧ. Falmouth Town Band, under Bandmaster W BǳǊǘƻƴΣ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΧΦέ ό19 March 1919 ς WMN) 

 

мфнлΥ άΧSuccessful services were held in Penryn Salvation !ǊƳȅ Χ, when Falmouth Salvation Army Band rendered excellent musical 

LǘŜƳǎΦέ ό30 September 1920 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

1920: Falmouth Town Band contesting under D Atkinson. (Contest archive) 

 

мфнлΥ άΧ Overtures were given by Falmouth Town Band, under Mr H Elcox, and selections by Falmouth Male Voice Choir, under the 

conductorship Mr E E Howard. Solos wereΧέ (25 November 1920 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

  

мфноΥ άΧƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ όaǊ John Harris) and members the Corporation and other public bodies attended morning 

service. Falmouth Town Band (under Bandmaster W Burton) were in attendance. The Chairman the Cornwall Wesleyan District, the 

Rev J H Rider,Χέ ό31 May 1923 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

1923: Falmouth Town Band contesting under ? Warden. (Contest archive) 

 

1924/25: Falmouth Town Band contesting under T Beresford. (Contest archive) 

 

мфнпΥ άFalmouth Town Band, under the conductorship of Mr T Beresford, gave aprogramme of Christmas music in the Drill Hall Χ  

Vocal solos were rendered by Mrs Forder, and Bandsman Scott played a euphonium solo.έ (23 December 1924 ς WMN) 

 

1925: Falmouth Silver Band mentioned. (17 July 1925 ς Western Morning News) 

 

1925 to 1932: Falmouth Town Band Tom Chainey MD. 

 

1925 ς February: Falmouth Salvation Army Band ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ǎǘƻǊƳōƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊΦ όάCŀƭƳƻǳǘƘέ 

by Peter Gilson) 

 

мфнрΥ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ŀƴŘǎƳŜƴ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ Χtook part in the great championship contest for the 1,000 guineas trophy, which was won 

by the Marsdon Colliery, Durham. 'Falmouth Town Band, conducted by Mr T J Chainey, secured the third prize of £10 the Junior 

Shield (B) contest, the test piece for whichΧέ  

(28 September 1925 ς Western Morning News / 1 October 1925 ς Cornubian and Redruth Times) 

 

1926: Falmouth Town Band placed 7th in Fifth section / Junior Shield A of the Great National Band Festival at Crystal Palace under 

Tom Chainey. 

 

1926: Falmouth Town Band contesting under W Nuttall. (Contest archive) 

 

 Walter Nuttall 

 

мфнтΥ άΧ Falmouth Silver Band, conducted Mr William Adamson, gave a concert in the Luxulyan Vicarage grounds on Sunday 

evening, on behalf the NursingΧέ (21 June 1927 ς Western Morning News) 

http://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000329%2f19241223%2f105


 

1928: Falmouth Town Band placed 3rd in Junior Shield A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Thomas Chainey. 

 

мфнфΥ ά117 Bands in ContestΧΦ conductor, attributed the success of Falmouth Band to the hard work done the members. It was 

interesting to note that the Falmouth Band beat last year's first and second prizewinners, who were not in the first ten bands. 

The Falmouth Band had won prizes in three Χέ (30 September 1929 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфнфΥ ά/Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ tŀƭŀŎŜ .ŀƴŘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ Falmouth Band wins prize. Penzance Band ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΧΦ No fewer than 117 bands entered for 

the annual contest in connection with the great national band festival at the Crystal Palace London, Saturday. It is computed that Χέ 

(3 October 1929 ς Cornishman) 

 

    
 

1930:  άΧ gave two concerts in Gyllyngdune Gardens and Kimberley Park, Falmouth, Sunday, assisted the Falmouth Town Band, 

under Mr J ChaineyΦέ ό8 July 1930 ς Western Morning News) 

 

1930: Falmouth Salvation Army Band mentioned. (19 November 1930 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфомΥ άΧ Falmouth Salvation Army band visited St Ives during the week-end, and gave several musical servicesΦέ  

(28 May 1931 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфомΥ άΧthe Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes held their annual church parade at Falmouth on Sunday. Headed hy 

the Falmouth Salvation Army Band (under Bandmaster F Jackett), the following lodges took part in the parade:τThe Provincial 

Grand Lodge, First andΧέ (1 September 1931 ς Western Morning News) 

 

 
Falmouth Band 1928 ς Thomas Chainey MD ς with cups from St Ives Contest 

http://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000329%2f19290930%2f107


 

1929: Falmouth Band placed 3rd in Section Three / Junior Cup A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Thomas 

Chainey. 

 

1930: Falmouth Band participated in Section Three / Junior Cup A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Thomas 

Chainey. 

 

1931: Falmouth Band participated in Section Three / Junior Cup A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Thomas 

Chainey. 

 

1932: Falmouth Band participated in Section Three / Junior Cup A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Thomas 

Chainey. 

 

 
Falmouth Town Band October 1932 at Crystal Palace Contest 

 

1932: T G Moore Falmouth Band MD. 

 

мфонΥ άΧHe was surprised to hear such discussion in view of the fact that towns like Penzance and Falmouth pay their bandsΧ as 

ϻмрлΦ Χ²ŀǊǊŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΣ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ƭƛƪŜ {ǘ LǾŜǎ ς the best in the West of England ς should support theirΧέ  

(26 May 1932 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфонΥ άΧThe Fire Brigades in the procession were from Camborne, Redruth, St Ives and Falmouth. The bands taking part were 

Camborne Town, Redruth, Gweek, St Erth, Hayle, and HelstonΧέ ό23 June 1932 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфооΥ ά/ƻǊƴƛǎƘ ōŀƴŘǎƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ aǊ / I .ŀƪŜǊΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ Redruth Town Band, and formerly conductor of 

the popular St Dennis Band, has been appointed conductor of Falmouth Town Band. Mr .ŀƪŜǊΧέ (30 March 1933 ς Cornishman) 

 

1933: Porthleven and Falmouth Bands mentioned. (6 July 1933 ς Cornishman) 

 

1933: Falmouth Band participated in the Junior Cup A [section three] of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under T G 

Moore. Test piece: The Crusader. (2 October 1933 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфопΥ άSpecial choir services were held in West-street Methodist Church on Sunday, Χconducted fifteen members of the 

Falmouth Methodist Mission BandΦέ ό24 July 1934 ς Western Morning News) 

 

мфопέFalmouth Town Band, assisted by Mabe and Rame Brass Bands, gave a concert at Gyllvngdune Gardens, Falmouth, Sunday 

night. The Falmouth Band, under Mr T G Moore, played the selection which has been chosen as the test pieceΧέ  

(18 September 1934 ς Western Morning News) 

  

1934: Falmouth Town Band participated in Section Three / Junior Cup A of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under T G 

Moore. 


